Trees, shrubs and other plants that
— also known as forest buffers — prevent
pollution from entering waterways, steady stream banks,
provide food and habitat for wildlife and keep streams cool
during hot weather.
Trees also help keep our air clean and our
ecosystems healthy. We breathe
in oxygen and breathe out

carbon dioxide. Trees breathe
carbon dioxide and breathe out oxygen. We're perfect partners!
To celebrate the importance of trees, we have two designated
days in April. As a nation, we observe Arbor Day on the
However, the best time to plant a tree varies

by state depending on when the weather begins to warm and
the soil softens from winter. In Maryland, we celebrate our
own Arbor Day on the first

CHOOSE

PLANT.

An acrostic
poem is one
that spells
out a word
or phrase
vertically.
Using
the first
letter of
each line,
it’s your job
to write the
rest. Start with
the letters on
the right to
describe what
you like best
about trees!



http://streamhealth.maryland.gov
http://streamhealth.maryland.gov
https://www.arborday.org
https://www.arborday.org
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/arborday.aspx
http://trees.maryland.gov/how-to-choose-and-care-for-trees/
http://trees.maryland.gov/plant-your-tree/

MARYLAND BAY GAME

THE NATIVE WAY

Native plants — or plants that either occur naturally, have developed, or have existed
for many years in a given area — play a vital role in sustaining Maryland’s ecosystems.
Sitting at the base of the food chain, they support many types of insects, which in turn
support larger reptiles, amphibians and mammals. As an added bonus, many NATIVE
PLANTS LOOK BEAUTIFUL in backyards and gardens, and famously require less work
7 than non-natives.

17 Plants introduced from other parts of the world in different types of
environments can mean big trouble for the ecosystems that natives work
so hard to support. These invasive species can aggressively take over a
forest, stream or open land, robbing everything else of space, sunlight and
food. They tend to spread quickly and can be very difficult (and costly) to
remove. In fact, almost half the rare, threatened or endangered species in
" the nation are listed as such BECAUSE OF SPREADING INVASIVES.

NAME THAT
PLANT!

To the right are photos of the top
ten native plants in Maryland.
Explore your backyard or local ; ‘ i
park to see how many you can ' BLACK CHERRY

spot. If you have a smartphone or ‘ g “LJ, 3

tablet with you, you can use apps
such as LEAFSNAP, NATUREGATE
and PLANTNET to identify species
on the spot!

NORTHERN RED OAK RED CHOKEBERRY SILKY DOGWOOD SWITCHGRASS WINTERBERRY HOLLY

WORD SEARCH Find the following words in the puzzle below!

1. BACKYARD 3. ECOSYSTEM 5. GOLDENROD 7. INVASIVES 9. NATIVE
2. BEEBALM 4. GARDEN 6. HOLLY 8. MILKWEED 10. PLANT
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http://dnr2.maryland.gov/Wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/home.aspx
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/Wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/home.aspx
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/invasives/
http://leafsnap.com
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/
http://m.plantnet-project.org
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GO FOR A PADDLE!

From open waters to quiet creeks to raging whitewater, our
state has a wide VARIETY OF WATERWAYS. To date, Maryland
has more than 600 miles of designated water trails. These
trails provide well-mapped, easy-to-get-to day trips in
a variety of settings and for all levels of paddling
experience.

Grab an adult and a kayak, canoe or
paddleboard, and enjoy a trail in your neck of
the woods or take a trip and explore somewhere
new. While paddling, you’ll see historical sites,
wildlife and wetlands first-hand. No matter
which trail you choose, wear a life jacket!


http://dnr2.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/water-access/boatramps.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/search/?w=63031824@N08&q=splash%20water%20safety
http://safeboatingcampaign.com
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/default.aspx
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/default.aspx

