e Plan for nature play areas instead of expensive structured playgrounds

e Establish expectations that access to nature is a necessary element to community design as
much as transportation, schools, and other amenities

e |dentify greenways, corridors, and trails that may provide access to green space and could also
serve as alternative transportation routes (bike and walking paths) as well as support
community health goals (active living through community design)

o Utilize open space for outdoor education to meet state requirements for environmental literacy

Providing Access to Unserved Communities: The Park Equity Analysis Tool

In 2006, the Trust for Public Land launched its “Parks for People” initiative in the belief that every
American child should enjoy convenient access to a nearby park or playground. As part of this initiative,
the Department of Natural Resources has developed a Park Equity Analysis Tool to aid in making these
critical connections for unserved communities, illustrated in Figure 22. For the purpose of using the tool,
unserved communities are those communities that have little or no access to nature and open space.

The analysis is built upon the U.S. Census Data combined with statewide data identifying public and local
parks. The analysis and associated mapped model prioritizes unserved areas of Maryland in need of park
space by identifying areas with:

e High concentration of children under the age of 16

e High concentration of populations below the poverty line

e High population density

e Low access to public park space

The Park Equity Analysis Tool provides a quantitative and statewide analysis used to determine where
increased access to public lands for children is needed in unserved communities. These measures are
combined into a score that is then displayed on maps to display various levels of access to parks and
open space. Census blocks with the highest scores are shown in red, meaning that they show the
greatest need for a local park. While the analysis is specifically geared toward children, the results can
be interpreted broadly enough to address unserved communities in general.

Figure 22: Online Park Equity Analysis Tool
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