Measuring the Economic Value of a Park System
Measuring the benefits of outdoor recreation using
survey tools, metrics, and data collection is an important
component of understanding the impacts on
employment opportunities, land values, revenue
generation, mental and physical health, environmental
stewardship, and community sustainability.

According to a study published in 2009 by Trust for
Public Land and Center for City Park Excellence, seven

“It is very calming for people to go
to a...park to see the deer, sit on

the beach, go on nature hikes, and
use their facilities. And the rangers

are very nice too.”
2013 LPRP Random Phone Survey
Respondent

attributes of park systems that provide economic value (property value, tourism, direct use, health,
community cohesion, clean water, and clean air) can be quantified and measured by calculating:
e Direct revenues to local and state government realized from property taxes related to property
value increases because of proximity to parks, and increased spending by tourists
e Direct savings in medical costs resulting from exercising in parks, community members coming
together to improve neighborhood parks, the public safety, and social benefits of a park system

DNR Activities — Revenue Highlights

In a 2010 report entitled, “Maryland State Parks Economic Impact & Visitor Study,” the significant
contribution of the state park system to Maryland’s economy was quantified. Visitors directly spend
more than $567 million, generating a total economic impact of more than $650 million annually. State
park visitor spending supported 10,000 full-time jobs and generated over $39 million in state and local
retail, gasoline, hotel, and income taxes. Table 1 quantifies the revenue history from 2009-2013, and
demonstrates the value of recreation activities to the state. Fluctuation in ORV permits is due to a DNR
decision to restrict access of motorized vehicles on environmentally sensitive lands. Collaboration with
ORV user groups is ongoing to explore the development of a more sustainable ORV trail system.

Table 1: DNR Revenue History

| 2009 | 2010 2011 2012 2013

State Parks $14,848,000
Seedl U $13,271,976  S$13,627,597  S$13,423,562  $14,391,392 -
Exci
2’:;:::) xcise Tax $16,751,911  $14,985064  $14,929,393  $13,496,397  $15,247,099
Slpoiit Pl $8,059,707  $7,758,973  $8,126,260  $9,221,491  $8,429,254*
Licenses
ORV Permits $76,413 $63,405 $39,295 $7,740 $7,100
. . Data not
Hunting Licenses $6,638,333 $6,657,499 $6,767,904 $6,679,707 available
Source: Maryland Department of Natural Resources. *Fishing revenues for 2013 as of October 8, 2013.
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